SONOMA COUNTY
AVIATION COMMISSION

Minutes of the March 18, 2021 Meeting
This meeting was conducted virtually over Zoom.
CALL TO ORDER:
Young called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:
Young, Delaney, Duste, Hayssen, and Starrett.
Absent: McCord.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Delaney moved with support from Starrett to approve the January 21, 2021 Aviation Commission
Minutes.
All Ayes: Motion Carried.
AIRPORT MANAGER REPORT:
A. Complaint Update
Stout reported there were 34 aircraft related complaints in January from 17 individual
complainants, an increase of 21% from 28 complaints received in January 2020. There was one nonaircraft related complaint in January from an airline passenger regarding wait time on the aircraft
before departure.
There were 42 aircraft related complaints in February from 18 individual complainants, a decrease of
28% from 58 complaints received in February 2020. There were no non-aircraft related complaints in
December.
Hayssen reported a low-flying helicopter near his home which was identified on FlightRadar24 by
the make and model but not by the aircraft number. Young said operators can choose to hide the
aircraft number from identification by apps.
Stout said that currently complaints regarding helicopters make up a significant percentage of those
received. Complaints regarding airline operations have gone down with the decrease in operations.
B. Tower Report/Update
There were 5,767 operations in December 2020, an increase of 21% from 4,768 in December 2019. In
2020, there were 66,566 operations, a decrease of 21% from 83,734 in 2019.
There were 4,851 operations in January 2021, a decrease of 22% from 6,244 in January 2020
Craig Lucas, Tower Manager, reported that one supervisor is retiring. He also noted that he received
around a dozen calls in January and February from a constituent in the Silk Road area requesting that
aircraft be rerouted over the east side of the Airport. The constituent was accommodated when
possible.

