
 

 

SONOMA COUNTY  

AVIATION COMMISSION 
Minutes of the September 20, 2012 Meeting 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Young called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.  

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Carrillo, Delaney, Hayssen, Starrett and Young. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Starrett moved with support from Carrillo to approve the August 2012 

Aviation Commission Minutes. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

  

AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

A. Complaint Update 

 Stout reported that there were 24 noise complaints since the August 2012 meeting 

 1.  Bill McCarty – helicopter overflights 

 2.  Scott Griffen – Horizon too low and too loud 

 3.  Bill Foss – antique aircraft “dive bombing” over home 

 4.  Yvonne Wells – jet overflight 

 5.  Don Kurzon – low jet overflight 

 6.  Anonymous – low jet overflight 

 7.  Anonymous – multiple loud, low overflights 

 8.  Anonymous – aircraft flew over Windsor and set off multiple car alarms 

 9.  Anonymous – loud, low jet overflight; set off car alarms 

 10. Lori Smith – Air Show should have planes fly over the freeway 

 11. Karen Davis – military overflights and “sonic booms” 

 12. Frank L. Nickerson – loud military jet overflights 

 13. Tracy Sterling – loud jet overflight 

 14. Anonymous – aircraft scaring cows 

 15. Neil Blazey – helicopter overflights 

 16. Cathleen Evans – loud jet overflight 

 17. Jerome Eberhardt – curious about all the air activity 

 18. Shamus (no last name) – aircraft towing banner 

 19. Scott Griffen – Horizon is too loud 

 20. Jeff Nguyen – continuous low overflights 

 21. Vera Lynn Standley – multiple helicopter low overflights 

 22. Cy Penry – loud, low jet overflight 

 23. Connie Dale – low jet overflight  

 24. Connie Dale – Horizon is too low 

 

 There were 2 general Airport complaints. Stout explained that ADA spaces tend to be used for 

extended periods of time, since they have no time limits. 

 1.  Signe Sugiyama – lack of information for airline passengers regarding traffic during the Air 

Show 

 2.  Patricia Duclos – inadequate ADA parking 
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B. Tower Report 
 Allie Metcalf, Tower Manager, was not present. Stout reported that July 2012 operations were up 

7.2% and that there was a year-to-date increase of 5.9%. These numbers are still down from peak years. 

Hayssen remarked that there has been a decrease in recreational flying.  

 

C. Airline Update 

 Stout reported that Alaska Airlines’ August passenger numbers showed a 9.9% increase over 

2011, with a 3.3% increase year-to-date.  Both the San Diego and the summer’s third Los Angeles flight 

have done well. Stout said that Frontier is not currently scheduling any meetings. They have dropped 3 

cities, but are beginning service in 6 cities, however. Delta Air Lines is replacing the 50 seat aircraft 

with larger aircraft. Allegiant Air is working on performance data for its new aircraft to determine if 

they will work at STS.    

  

D. Projects Update 

 Firehouse gate damage – a motorist drove through and destroyed the firehouse gate and 

damaged the flashing turn sign and runway closure markers causing more than $50,000 in 

damages. Repairs are underway. 

 Sculpture donation – the Voigt Family Sculpture Foundation donated a sculpture to the 

Airport; the dedication ceremony has been scheduled for Wednesday September 20, 2012 at 

11 a.m. The Press Democrat has donated an ad to promote the partnership and new sculpture. 

 Garden wall along fence – the Arts Council of Sonoma County is working on plans to create 

a garden wall along the fence between the restaurant patio and the arrival gate. 

 Hold room enhancement – the Arts Council of Sonoma County has offered to donate and 

install ornate ceiling panels in the hold room. 

 Rental car overflow parking lot – the purchase order for the parking lot has been approved 

and work should start soon. 

 Lighting upgrades – the Airport is working with the Sonoma County Office of Sustainability 

to replace outdoor security and hangar lights with energy saving ceramic metal halide lights, 

which should save the Airport about 105,000 kilowatt hours of electricity per year, saving 

approximately $19,000 per year. PG&E is financing this project through its on-bill financing 

program. The monthly amount will remain the same while the energy savings will cover the 

installation costs. The investment will be paid for in approximately 3 years. 

 

E. EA/EIR Update 

 Stout reported that Fish and Wildlife should have its biologic opinion in about a week, which is 

necessary to complete the EA. The Airport is looking at alternate sites for the riparian mitigation.  

 Stout explained the Board of Supervisors’ action regarding the Public Labor Agreement, which 

the County Administrator has developed in conjunction with labor unions. The Airport runway 

improvement will be a test project.   

   

F. Minimum Standards 

 Stout said the final draft should be ready for the October meeting. An evening meeting will be 

scheduled in November and Airport tenants will be notified.  
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G. Air Show 

 Stout reported that there will be some changes in security measures for next year’s air show. 

TSA will require detailed security plans earlier, and the FAA will require driver training for any 

volunteers moving aircraft in the movement area.  

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 There were no action items at this time.  

  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A.  AOA Badge Expirations 

 Stout explained that AOA badges will start expiring soon and that Airport staff will be reissuing 

approximately 180 badges each month for the next several months.  

 

B.  SK Aviation Hangar Advertising  
 Stout reported that the airports contacted regarding their policies on advertising on commercial 

hangars all reported that this activity had not been authorized and that it would be difficult to manage. 

 Hayssen moved with support from Delaney to prohibit commercial advertising on the outside of 

hangars on the Airport at this time. Approved by Carrillo, Delaney and Hayssen. Starrett and Young 

abstained. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 There was no new business at this time. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

  Julia Hochberg, co-owner of Sonoma Jet Center announced Aviation Day activities to be held 

on Saturday, October 6, 2012. 

     

COMMISSION COMMENTS 

 Delaney requested an update on Dragonfly Aviation. Stout said that legal counsel had granted a 

30 day extension, since there is a potential buyer who requested time to work on a purchase proposal.  

  

ADJOURN 

 Delaney moved with support from Carrillo to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Jon Stout, CAE, AAE 

Airport Manager 


