
 

SONOMA COUNTY 

AVIATION COMMISSION 
Minutes of the January 15, 2015 Meeting 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Vice Chair Hayssen called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Carrillo, Hayssen, McCord, Smith, and Starrett. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  McCord moved with support from Carrillo to approve the November 

20, 2014 Aviation Commission Minutes.  All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

A. Complaint Update 

Stout reported that there were 34 aircraft related complaints since the last Commission meeting. This 

brings the complaint year-to-date total for 2014 to 332, a 67.7% increase over 2013. There were 6 

additional complaints due to flight cancelations and security issues. There were 15 noise complaints in 

December 2014 compared to 6 in December 2013, a 150% increase. Since operations were down, the 

primary reason for the increase relates to the pattern changes associated with the RSA project. 

1.  Joy Multern – increased air traffic 

2.  Dennis Tapley – loud, low overflights 

3.  Medford Howell – loud military overflight 

4.  Marilee Baccich – loud military overflight 

5.  Janet Weare – loud military overflight 

6.  Richard Zimmer – loud military overflight 

7.  Lynn Nereo – loud military overflight 

8.  Gwenne Volpert – loud military overflight 

9.  Paul Cardoni – loud military overflight 

10. Robert Hopkins – loud military overflight 

11. Cindy (no last name) – loud military overflight 

12. Anonymous – loud military overflight  

13. Jennifer West – loud jet overflight 

14. Myrna (no last name) – loud military overflight 

15. David (no last name) – loud military overflight 

16. Laura (no last name) – loud overflight  

17. Marilyn Standley – loud jet overflight 

18. Anonymous – loud overflight  

19. Robert turner – loud, low jet overflight  

20. Gil Serna – low jet overflight   

21. Gil Serna – low overflight 

22. Gil Serna – loud, low overflight 

23. Gil Serna – low overflights  

24. Gil Serna – low overflights 

25. Lois Casper – excessive air traffic 

26. Ellen McMullen – jet running up its engine too close to property 

27. Beverly Schenck – jet running up its engine too close to property  

28. Debbie Mumm – jet running up its engine too close to property 

29. Beverly Schenck – jet running up its engine too close to property 

30. Kerry Zontek – increase air traffic 

31. Gil Serna – low overflight 
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32. Genevieve Engel – excessive air traffic 

33. Harvey Charnofsky – excessive air traffic 

34. Amus Refour – excessive air traffic 

 

B.  Tower Report/Update 
      Robin Greisen, Tower Manager, reported that Airport diagrams will be updated. A letter to airmen 

will be sent out explaining changes in the run-up to 14/32 area. The ATIS will also have that 

information. The FAA awarded the STS Tower the Level 4-7 Facility of the Year. 

 Stout reported that there were 6,417 operations in November, a 9.9% decrease compared to 

November 2013. Year to date there were 71,361 operations compared to 73,635 in 2013, a decrease of 

3.1%. 

  

C. Airline Update 

 Stout reported that there were 17,962 passengers in December compared to 17,725 in December 

2013, a 1.3% increase. The passenger total for 2014 was 238,320 compared to 227,998 in 2013, a 4.5% 

increase.  

 Stout will be attending the Routes America Conference the first week in February, and meetings are 

scheduled with the following airlines: Air Canada, Alaska Airlines, Allegiant Air, American Airlines, 

Delta Airlines, Interjet and United Airlines. 

 Stout reported that Alaska Airlines is still evaluating the second Seattle flight.  

 

D.  Projects Update 

 Rubberized mulch – this project has been completed and the Airport is working on closing out 

the grant. 

 Car Wash – the car wash has been ordered and work is being done on getting bids for the fence 

realignment. The project should be completed in April. 

 Terminal remodel – a meeting was held with Trinity Technology, TSA and Alaska Airlines to 

evaluate their requirements to better scope the project; due to the recent power outage, a back-up 

generator has been added to the project. Stout plans to meet with the Board of Supervisors in 

March or April 2015 to discuss funding. 

 Tower roof – the roof has been replaced. 

 Operations shop – the operations staff is working on converting a vacant office and warehouse 

space in the industrial park building to a shop space; the old shop will be put out for an RFI. 

 Weather and dew point measurement – the Airport has obtained a hand held electronic dew point 

and temperature gauge, which will require training before it can be used to report to the Tower. 

 Runway 32 approach upgrade – this is in the FAA planning process and will include upgrading 

the ILS. 

 

Hayssen asked if the Airport had a plan to discourage nesting of swallows on the hangars and 

barriers to keep pigeons out of hangars this year. Stout replied that staff shortages due to the runway 

project contributed to the increase in birds this year and that more staff should be available this year to 

control the bird population in and on the hangars. 

 

E. Runway Safety Project Update 

 Stout reported that the contractor has a few items to complete. Punch list items should be completed 

in the spring. 
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F.  Ordinance Update 

     Stout reported that the Board of Supervisors adopted the Commercial Vehicle Ordinance (CVO) for 

the Airport and that implementation should take approximately 90 days. The Airport is working to 

update forms for permanent agreements. 

 

G.  Development Standards Update 

 Stout said that the Board of Supervisors adopted the Development Standards in December; these 

were sent to the commercial operators on the Airport and posted on the website. 

 

H.  Employee Parking 

 Stout explained that the Airport has upgraded the process of issuing and tracking employee parking 

passes. The new passes will be good for one year, rather than indefinitely, with the new system going 

into effect February 1, 2015. 

  

I. RAM Aviation 

 Stout reported that RAM Aviation completed the process, and an operating agreement for flight 

instruction has been issued for operations based at KaiserAir. 

 

J.   RFI – Shop Site 

 Stout reported that the 0.65 acre site now occupied by the Airport operations shop will be open for 

development after the shop space move to the industrial park building has been completed. Responses to 

the RFI are due Friday, January 30, 2015 by 4 pm. 

    

ACTION ITEMS 

  A.  Hangar Lease Revision 

  Stout explained that the subcommittee’s comments and suggestions had been reviewed and 

incorporated into the current draft. The insurance exhibit attached to the lease included in the 

Commission packet, however, was not the revised template from Risk Management. After discussion the 

Commission recommended delaying action to the February 2015 meeting after the subcommittee and 

Airport staff meet and make the final revisions. 

  Delaney moved with support from McCord to table action on the Hangar Lease Revision until the 

February 2015 meeting. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 There were no discussion items at this time. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – FAA LAND AND HOLD SHORT PROCEDURES 

  Robin Greisen, Tower Manager, reported that LASHO procedures will be in effect 45 days from the 

public hearing. Greisen provided an overview of the LASHO procedures and process. Questions and 

comments should be directed to Greisen. There will be announcements on the ATIS, and the controllers 

will be trained in the new procedures. 

 

  



 

 

Charles M. Schulz – Sonoma County Airport – January 15, 2015 Minutes 

Page 4 
 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 There was no new business at this time.  

  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

     There was a question on repair of the asphalt on Apron E. Lange, Assistant Airport Manager, replied 

that the Airport is getting bids for repair. 

  

COMMISSION COMMENTS  

 Carrillo reported that the restrooms in the hangar area need cleaning and repair. The Airport will 

look into the conditions and prepare a plan. 

 

ADJOURN 

 McCord moved with support from Smith to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 8:56 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Jon Stout, CAE, AAE   

Airport Manager 

 


