
 

SONOMA COUNTY  
AVIATION COMMISSION 

Minutes of the February 17, 2011 Meeting 
 
CALL TO ORDER:
 

  Chair Young called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

 

  Carrillo, Delaney, Hayssen, Starrett, and Young (arrived at 
8:08 a.m.). 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

   

  Hayssen moved with support from Starrett to approve the 
January 2011 Aviation Commission Minutes. All Ayes. Motion Carried.  

A. Complaint Update 
AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

 Stout reported that there were 4 complaints since the January meeting. 
 1.  Bill Mahoney – military aircraft overflight 
 2.  Jerry Kremesec – aviation fuel odor 
 3.  Fran Florence – frequent low overflights 
 4.  Ann Fitzgerald – loud overflight 
  
B. Tower Report 
 Stout reported that air traffic operations for 2010 were 72,737 down from 2009. Hayssen 
added that 2010 operations were down from 212,000 operations in1977.  Allie Metcalf, Tower 
Manager, reported that there are fewer flight training operations. 
 Metcalf reported that there is a new trainee at the Tower and that they are currently 
overstaffed by 5 controllers. 
  
C. Airline Update 
 Stout reported that Horizon’s 2010 passenger numbers were up 18% over 2009 and that 
this January was their best to date. 
 Stout met with the Alaska Airlines’ management team in Seattle, which has taken over 
route planning, marketing and pricing of Horizon Air.  The addition of San Diego was discussed, 
but no commitments were made; there is a shortage of available aircraft at this time. 
 Stout will be attending the Network Conference the first week in March and has meetings 
scheduled with 7 airlines. 
 
D. Projects Update  

• Terminal Roof – HVAC have been installed. 
• Terminal Project – flight information display monitors will be installed in March. 
• Security System – Electronic Innovation is currently running wire and working on 

putting in new poles; there were weather caused delays, but the project should be 
completed in June or July 2011. 

• Taxiway Z – there is a change order for the lights on the north lighting circuit to be 
changed to LED’s. 
 
Stout said no major FAA funded projects have been scheduled for this summer. 
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 Young asked about the status of the repair for the Flightline gate. Stout replied that the 
ground loops need to be replaced and that the pavement needs repair and that Windsor Water is 
working to procure a contractor to perform the work. 
 
E. Neighbors Meeting 
 Stout said that approximately 24 neighbors attended the Neighbors meeting on February 
9, 2011.  Supervisor McGuire attended and introduced himself.  Young provided an overview of 
the function of the Aviation Commission.  Stout updated the neighbors on the environmental 
process for the Master Plan.  Mark Herculson, Executive Vice President of Mesa Beverage, 
discussed traffic issues neighbors have brought up and said that he would be glad to work with 
neighbors to resolve problems. 
 
F. Airport Ordinance Update 
 Stout reported that the new Sheriff has expressed concerns regarding extra deputies 
necessary for enforcement of the new County taxi ordinance.  The Airport is working on a fee 
schedule and is working with PRMD on the building development standards. 

 

 There were no action items at this time.  
ACTION ITEMS 

   

 A.  EIR/EA Update 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 Stout gave a Power Point presentation showing the current status of the EIR/EA for the 
Master Plan and reported that there have been 2 stakeholder meetings.  Three additional 
stakeholder meetings are still to be held and will include Airport users, interested parties and 
environmental groups. 
 There was discussion of jobs which would be created, and Delaney suggested that this 
would be a good topic to be included in the public meetings.  It was also suggested that it be 
made clear that it is already possible for 737’s to land at STS.  
 In addition, Hayssen suggested that a noise comparison fact sheet would be useful, and 
the Commission suggested that a fact sheet be sent to the Board of Supervisors. 
 Stout said the Airport will prepare a citizens’ guide, and the Airport website will have 
fact sheets and meeting information. 
       

 There was no new business at this time. 
NEW BUSINESS 

  

 Josh Hochberg, president of Sonoma Jet Center, reported that aviation low lead fuel sold 
in January was double that sold in January 2010.  Hochberg attributed this to SJC’s change in 
fuel suppliers.  One of SJC’s employees, Corey Wheeler, attended Robinson helicopter school 
and another, David DeWitt, attended a ROTAX school.  SJC created a new position, service 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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coordinator, to overseen customer service, invoicing and other related services. Ron Cassero, 
who has worked for PropJet, will take on this position. 
 Dave Barron, owner of Barron Air, said that he has been certified to perform maintenance 
on ROTAX aircraft. 
  
COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 Young announced the 100th anniversary Weisman flight scheduled at Sonoma Jet Center. 
    
ADJOURN 
 Delaney moved with support from Carrillo to adjourn. All Ayes. Meeting adjourned at 
9:15 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Jon Stout, CAE, AAE 
Airport Manager 


	Minutes of the February 17, 2011 Meeting

