
 

SONOMA COUNTY 

AVIATION COMMISSION 
Minutes of the August 20, 2015 Meeting 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Chair Young called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Delaney, McCord, Smith, Starrett and Young. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Delaney moved to approve the June 18, 2015 Aviation Commission 

Minutes and Smith seconded. Young abstained. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

A. Complaint Update 

Stout reported that there were 42 aircraft related complaints since the last Commission meeting with 

one regarding Horizon. In June there were 19 versus 30 in 2014 which is a 36% decrease and in July 

there were 24 versus 82 in 2014 which is a 70% decrease. Year-to-date there were 106 complaints 

compared to 102, a 3.9% increase over 2014. 

 

1.   Joy Moulton – overflights of home 5-6 times a day 

2.   Alane McCrea – helicopter overflights 

3.   Pamela Milia – overflights in residential neighborhoods 

4.   Bill Foss – noise from small planes  

5.   Joy Moulton – Increased air traffic causing noise over home 

6.   Dennis Reynolds – noise from plane buzzing home 

7.   Pat Morse – helicopter circling home too low 

8.   Scott (David) Griffin – very noise jet flew over home 

9.   Marilyn Standley – Alaska jet flew low over property 

10.  Scott (David) Griffin – jets flying over home every 30 seconds 

11.  Shay Wells – plane flew over home too low and loud 

12.  Cindy Hunt – aircraft was very loud over home 

13.  Jeff Stewart – a Coast Guard C-130 made four passes over home 

14.  Heidi Doggwiler – increased air traffic over East Windsor 

15.  Barbara Wolfe – helicopter flying too low over home 

16.  Betty Fitzpatrick – noisy Piaggio plane flew over home 

17.  Betty Fitzpatrick – noisy Piaggio plane flew over home 

18.  Stephanie Blair - noisy Piaggio plane flew over home 

19.  Laura Tighe – loud plane flew over home in middle of night 

20.  Monty Dehnert – CAL Fire plane flies over home during dinner every night 

21.  Scott (David) Griffin – increased air traffic noise disruptive to sleep 

22.  Barbara Wolfe – jet flew too low over home 

23.  R. McIntyre – low flying helicopter over home 

24.  Rob Shiperly – jet flew too low over property 

25.  Rob Shiperly – Alaska Airlines jet flew directly over home 

26.  Barbara Wolfe – low flying craft flew 100 feet over home 

27.  Cheryl Lucas – increased air traffic since before 8:00 am 

28.  Andrew Tchirkine – low flying jet in Forestville area 

29.  Phil Anaker – low flying over home and near the skydivers at Cloverdale Airport 

30.  Aileen Felton – noise disturbing residents/animals 

31.  Ryan Thurman – Alaska jet landing came in low and loud 
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32. Barbara Wolfe – extremely low flying over residence 

33.  Jessica Warner – overflight of Manly Auto banner 

34.  Diana Beagle – a large four engine prop flew extremely low 

35.  Brad Hoffman – a large four engine prop flew extremely low 

36.  Mary Selvarej – a large four engine prop flew extremely low 

37.  David Austin – a large four engine prop flew extremely low 

38.  Amber Deater – a large four engine prop flew extremely low 

39.  Carol Brace – a large four engine prop flew extremely low 

40.  Janet Hall – Alaska jet landing too low 

41.  Diane Galiardi – increased air traffic over last month 

42.  Richard Richards – increased flights flying too low 

 

B.    Tower Report/Update                   
 Stout reported that in June there were 7,926 operations versus 7,347, an increase of 8% over 2014. 

Year To Date there were 41,682 operations compared to 38,101 in 2014 an increase of 9%. July’s 

numbers were unavailable. 

 

C. Airline Update 

 Stout reported that there were 25,309 passengers in June 2015 compared to 21,843 in June 2014, a 

15.9% increase and Year To Date through June is up 6.3%. There were 27,205 passengers in July 2015 

compared to 22,759 in July of 2014, a 19.5 % increase and Year To Date through July 142,504 

compared to 131,260 in July of 2014 which is up 8.6 %. Stout talked to Alaska about bringing the 

second Seattle flight back next year and there was interest. They will keep the third flight to Los 

Angeles through the winter and the numbers should also be up with the additional flight per day. Alaska 

will be dropping the second Seattle flight August 24th which will become the fourth Los Angeles flight 

through early November. The fourth flight to Los Angeles will be brought back in the spring and there is 

potential to move the fourth Los Angeles flight to Orange County and we are still working on a flight to 

Las Vegas. There is a possibility of increasing the flights to next summer and there could be as many as 

ten flights a day. There has been no progress with a flight to Phoenix with SkyWest. They asked that we 

talk to American to allow them to do at-risk flights but American needs to talk with their management 

team. SkyWest does not have a contract with American to fly at-risk for Phoenix. We are looking into 

extending the grant that expires in January for a year. The interest is there from Alaska and Alleging for 

flights to Las Vegas and from American for flights to Phoenix. The partnership between Alaska and 

American has been expanded and this may help with the Phoenix flight. The customers will be able to 

redeem miles on either airline and club membership perks. 

   

D.  Projects Update 

 The RSA project punch list items have been completed and are working on the final papers. 

There is one unresolved claim and it is hoped to be resolved by September. 

 The demolition of the property acquired for the RSA project has been finished and will be hydro 

seeded. 

 There will be a few minor fencing projects starting soon. 

 The blackberry removal project will be moving forward. 

 The banner project is moving forward with putting the banners on the poles down Airport 

Boulevard. There are six different sets of banners and it should be completed by the Air Show. 

 The security maintenance system is moving forward for the gate system. 



 

 

Charles M. Schulz – Sonoma County Airport – August 20, 2015 Minutes 

Page 3 
 

 

 

 The night patrol (First Security Services) will be here at night from when Operations close until 

they begin for escorting and do roving patrols. 

 There have been problems with PAPI and it is being fixed. 

 The signs in the 14/20 runway area will go up soon. 

 The Noise Management Guide is at the printer and it will be distributed in September. 

 

E. Employee/Rental Car Parking Update 

 The rental car return area and the employee parking lot has been swapped. There still is a need to 

have a few signs installed and the sidewalk needs to be extended.  Other spots for the employee 

parking are being looked at. There was a question regarding the parking lot fees and revenue. 

Stout explained that the contract with Republic has the fees in it and Thanks Again is a reward 

program (Airline or Hotel points) for using the parking lot with a credit card. 

  

F. Sonoma Jet Center 

 The lease agreement has been completed and it is at the County Administrator’s Office. The 

project could start next month. Josh Hochberg thanked the Airport staff for their assistance but 

the lease has been at County Counsel for four months. Commissioner Delaney suggested that a 

letter be written to the Board of Supervisors and wanted to go on record regarding the assistance 

from the staff. Stout explained that our contact at County Counsel has other projects as well. 

Commissioner Young suggested that the Commission write a letter to the Board of Supervisors 

or that the County allow an outside counsel review the lease agreements. Stout reported that the 

County does not allowed that at this time. It was discussed that County Counsel should assign an 

attorney to work at the Airport for two days a week. Commissioner Young said that he would 

contact our attorney at County Counsel and Stout requested that it should be only regarding the 

prioritization of the leases. McCord moved to support having Commissioner Young contact 

County Counsel’s office in regard to Airport leases and Delaney seconded. Commissioners 

Starrett Delaney, McCord and Smith voted aye and Young abstained. Motion carried. 

 

 G. Air Show 

 Stout reported that he has started meeting with the Air representatives. The issue of Mutual Aid 

Response is a hot topic because of other air show incidents. We still have not received a security 

plan. The Air Show will be challenging because of the new ramp project. This year’s show 

should be larger because of the Snow Birds and F-15s. The area being used will be smaller 

because it’s going to be on the transient ramp and they have hired a professional parking firm to 

handle all the parking. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

  None 

   

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. Airport Planning Session 

  Stout reported that the Airport is working with the County Administrator’s office to have a planning 

session with the Board of Supervisors. This session will include fire services, Airport organizational 

chart, terminal remodel, airline rates and charges, long term parking lot, ramp issues and future 

development. As part of this session it will be requested that the Board approve a new fee schedule for 

airlines. Stout reported that he intends to go to the Board in November or January for the session. If we 
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could get commitments from Alaska for flights, it would help with the Board of Supervisors decision 

regarding the terminal. Stout informed the Commission that it is intended that staff present the 

presentation to the Commission for their information before the Board session. 

B. Apron Rehab Project 

 The Board of Supervisors awarded the Apron Rehab project to Ghilotti Construction and work 

should start in the second week of September. The project earth work has to be done by October 15th and 

night work from 10:00 pm to 6:00 am may be the primary way to complete the project on time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business at this time. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS 

Commissioner Young will be flying to San Diego working with the Navy as part of the Distinguished 

Visitors Program with USC. 

 

ADJOURN 

McCord moved with support from Starrett to adjourn. All Ayes. Meeting adjourned at 9:21 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Jon Stout, CAE, AAE 

Airport Manager 


